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Analysis of the Obstacles and Advantages of the Persistence of the Oral Teaching Method in
Iranian Classical Vocal Music Compared to Modern Teaching Methods

The present study aims to investigate the reasons for the persistence of the oral (master-
disciple) teaching method in Iranian classical vocal music and to compare it with modern
notation-based methods. The central problem is to explain why this educational tradition has
endured despite the increasing prevalence of writing systems and the influence of international
methods in the realm of Iranian classical music. To this end, this research examines the historical
roots, sociocultural contexts, and particularly the aesthetic and philosophical foundations that
shape the thought and structure of this teaching method. The research methodology is
qualitative and based on content analysis of library resources and historical documents,
including specialized books, articles, and treatises related to the subject. The primary objective
of this research is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the advantages and shortcomings of
both approaches and to propose an integrated framework for the contemporary education of
Iranian vocal music. The findings indicate that the persistence of oral instruction, beyond being
a historical method, relies on strengths such as the enhancement of auditory memory, the more
profound transmission of performative nuances, and—most importantly—its unbreakable bond
with Persian poetry and the embedded mystical-philosophical meaning system. In contrast, the
notation-based method, despite advantages like notational precision and ease of transmission,
faces challenges in fully representing these subtleties and in providing that "practical wisdom"
of teaching. Ultimately, by emphasizing the unparalleled position of poetry as the identity-
conferring core of Iranian vocal music and its effective role in advancing the oral teaching method
of Iranian classical singing, this study proposes the necessity of designing a hybrid educational
model. In this model, poetry would act as a communicative bridge between the two methods,

enabling the intelligent utilization of the capabilities of both.

Keywords: Iranian Classical Vocal Music, Oral Teaching, Notation-Based Teaching, Poetry,
Aesthetics.



